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Customer Reviews

Gr. 8-11. Without wasting a word, this fast-paced, balanced text, which reads like a mystery, dives
right into the events of February 4, 1999, when four plainclothes police officers in the Bronx shot 41
rounds into a diminutive, unarmed immigrant from Guinea. The citywide protests that followed
inspired a reexamination of the NYPD and its alleged discrimination against citizens of color, news
of which eventually reached all the way to Diallo’s West African community. The information unfolds
through a combination of straight narrative, excerpts of court testimonies, and quick-reference
descriptions of everyone involved in the eventual trial. After the climactic verdict, the book winds
down with a chapter on the continuing civil divide and the efforts being made to ensure fair
treatment for all. Black-and-white photos, a chronology, and discussion questions round out this
gripping title in the Headline Court Cases series. Roger LeslieCopyright A A© American Library

Association. All rights reserved
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